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The Evolution Logic and Value Orientation of Moral Education Policies for Pre-service Teachers in China:
A Quantitative Analysis of Policy Texts Based on BERTopic

ZHU Gang' ,WU Yi',WU Shujing®
(1. Institute of International and Com parative Education sEast China Normal University sShanghai 200021 ,China ;
2. Institute o f Higher Education sSoutheast University s Nanjing 210096, Jiangsu sChina)

Abstract: China’s teacher ethics education policies for pre-service teachers play a key role in ensuring
the development of a high-quality professional teacher workforce and the cultivation of educational
ethical spirit. Taking 44 central policy documents issued by the State Council and the Ministry of Edu-
cation since 1996 as the research samples,this paper adopts the BERTopic model to conduct a quanti-
tative analysis of the thematic structure and evolutionary characteristics of relevant policies. Four core
themes are summarized,namely “prioritizing teacher morality”,“integrating knowledge and practice”,
“three complete education”, and “respecting teachers and valuing education”. Meanwhile, this paper
reveals the aggregation relationships and value orientations of the above themes in different historical
stages. This paper finds that China’s teacher ethics education policies for pre-service teachers have un-
dergone three developmental phases: normative construction, institutional promotion, and collabora-
tive governance. The policy orientation has gradually shifted from political standard to professional
ethics,achieving a value transformation from external norms to internal consciousness. Nevertheless,
current teacher ethics education still faces prominent challenges,including the erosion of the perceived
value of teacher ethics by social utilitarianism, the contradiction between standardization and individu-
ation in the evaluation of teacher ethics,and the insufficient professional attractiveness of rural teach-
ing posts. Accordingly,policy optimization needs to promote coordinated efforts in improving curricu-
lum systems,innovating evaluation mechanisms,and integrating resource support. Through the inter-
action between top-level design and local innovation, efforts should be made to achieve the in-depth in-
tegration of value rationality and instrumental rationality. In this way teacher ethics education can
serve as a lasting driving force for cultivating outstanding teachers for the country and lay a solid
foundation for building a strong educational system for China.

Key words: education policy;policy evolution; BERTopic; pre-service teachers;teacher ethics education
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