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The Triple Nature and Pluralistic Regulation of Teachers’ Disciplinary Acts

ZHANG Haipeng'*
(1. School of Law ,Southwest University ,Chongqing 400715,China ;
2. Education Legislation Research Base s Southwest University s Chongqing 400715 ,China)

Abstract: In China’s legal system, teacher-led educational discipline,along with school-led educational
discipline and school disciplinary sanctions,collectively constitute a three-tier sequence of student pun-
ishment. Teachers’ disciplinary acts are factual,non-corporal measures implemented against students’
minor misconduct,which possess a triple nature:being educational in essence as an inherent power of
teachers’ rights to educate and teach, being civil in legal attribution as a form of civil discipline,and
being occupational in liability with legal consequences primarily borne by the school. Based on these
attributes,a “four-in-one” pluralistic regulation system should be constructed-comprising legislative
bottom-line setting,administrative guidance and supervision,judicial dynamic balance,and school ra-
tional autonomy-while upholding the principle of modesty in legal regulation and shifting the focus to-
ward rule-of-law implementation. Simultaneously,emphasis should be placed on enhancing the educa-
tional and legal literacy of teachers,parents,and students through training,thereby fostering a consen-
sus on discipline and creating a synergy for education. Only through the collaborative governance of
law and education can a proper balance between the rights of teachers and students be achieved, the
dual dilemma of “absence” and “overstepping” in disciplinary practice be resolved,and a harmonious
and equal teacher-student relationship in the new era be reshaped to fulfill the fundamental mission of
fostering virtue through education.

Key words: educational discipline;teacher discipline;disciplinary act;disciplinary power
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