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Overall Characteristics and Motivations of Local Social Governance Innovation in China:
A Multiple Case Text Analysis of “Typical Case of Innovative Social Governance” (2012—2021)

ZHANG Haizhu' ,CHEN Xiaoyu® , YUAN Huiyun®
(Ocean University of China ,School of International Affairs and Public Administration ,
Institute of Marine Development sShandong Qingdao 266100, China)

Abstract: Social governance innovation is a realistic need for China to cope with the challenges of modernization and is an
important way to achieve modernization of national governance. The current social governance innovation has become
an important area of local reform experiment, and relevant innovation practices have emerged in a short time and a-
chieved remarkable governance results. This paper,with the tool of multiple cases text analysis,focuses on the “Typical
Case of Innovative Social Governance” (2012—2021) and finds that the innovation practices of local social governance
in China shows the characteristics of concentrated outbreaks in short period of time,short innovation cycles,uneven dis-
tribution of innovation regions and subjects, and insufficient local innovation initiative. Besides, the pressure of social
problems, the incentives of the central government and the promotion of social forces constitute the main motivations
for the local social governance innovation. In order to better promote the development of local innovation practices, it
needs more incentives, guidance and support from the central government,and also needs to further adjust and optimize
the national governance structure.

Key words: local social governance;social governance innovation; multiple case studies; text analysis;characteristic; mo-
tivation
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