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Decentralization of Control Rights:
A Perspective to the Difficulties of Projects Going to the Countryside

JIN Jiangfeng
(Central China Normal University Institute of China Rural Studies &
Advanced Institute in Political Sciences , Wuhan 430079 ,China)

Abstract: The project is made as an incremental system of national governance. In the process of embedding into the
grass-roots governance system and mechanism, it shows its regular attribute of “decentralized control”. In the rural
governance field.the control right is divided into four dimensions:target setting right.inspection and acceptance right,
supervision and management right and incentive distribution right. Project system norms and organizational principles
shape the static allocation rules of control rights. However,in the process of the project going to the countryside, the re-
source difference between the principal and the agent and the multi-agent leads to the game of control rights and the al-
ienation of the rural principal-agent relationship,which leads to the formation of a new “rural interest community” and
the unexpected practice of the project system. The introduction of the concept of decentralized control rights in the arti-
cle not only responds to the change from the main body to the rules in the study of rural governance,but also puts for-
ward relevant policy suggestions to resolve the practical difficulties of projects going to the countryside from the insti-
tutional and normative levels.

Key words: governance rules;decentralization of control; game of control rights;new rural community of interests
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