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The Centennial Evolution of Chinese Aesthetic Education under the Influence of Educational Policies

WANG Hong,ZHAO Lingli
(Faculty of Education s Southwest University ,Chongqing 400715,China)

Abstract: The goal and implementation of aesthetic education in school has been influenced by changes of educational
policies. Since the beginning of the 20th century in Qing Dynasty, when art courses in school had been required, and
“aesthetic education” was introduced into the educational policy by Cai Yuanpei,Chief Education Officer of the govern-
ment of the Republic of China,Chinese aesthetic education in school has experienced six stages under the influence of
educational policies over the past 100 years. The first stage (1904—1921) mainly focuses on the advent of art courses
and aesthetic education mentioned in educational laws and regulations in which the curriculum construction and the con-
cept were introduced, and aesthetic education firstly became a part of education policy. The second stage (1921 —1949)
was characterized by the flourishing of art education in the period of Anti-Japanese War. As an important part of aes-
thetic education,art education played an important role in school education in the Kuomintang-controlled areas during
the War, especially in strongholds of Chinese communist party. The third stage (1949 —1958), bringing up again aes-
thetic education in policy,starts from the founding of the People’s Republic of China and ends up in the beginning of
Culture Revolution. And there occurred a brief discussion and theoretical construction of the relationship between art
education and aesthetic education. The fourth stage (1949 —1978) witnessed the decline of aesthetic education,during
which it was deleted from all sorts of educational policies and was prohibited in school. However., this contributed to the
reflection on the problem of aesthetic education. In the fifth stag (1978 —2012) ,aesthetic education was reemphasized
in the government’s policies,and theory of aesthetic education system began to be put forward based on a lot of empiri-
cal researches, making theoretical and practical preparations for the comprehensive implementation of school aesthetic
education The sixth stage that continues to this day is marked with the most important government document in history
issued in 2013 for strengthening aesthetic education in school,aiming at improving students’ aesthetic and humanistic
quality. After that,a number of educational policies have been introduced to emphasize aesthetic education for a New
Era,which deals with morality education based on the universal aesthetic education. This promotes the combination of
the aesthetic education and Chinese excellent traditional culture and socialist core values. By utilizing information and
intelligent technology,these polices help to consolidate cultural confidence, thus making aesthetic education of Socialism
with Chinese Characteristics a fresh outlook.

Key words: aesthetic education policy;aesthetic education in China over past hundred years;art education;six stages of
the development of aesthetic education
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