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Can We Turn to Aesthetics?
——A New Solution to the Legitimacy of Chinese Aesthetics

WU Zilin
(Institute of Literature Chinese Academy of Social Sciences,Beijing 100732 .China)

Abstract: The lack of original innovation in Chinese philosophy/aesthetics has raised doubts on the legitimacy of its dis-
cipline. However, these doubts with reference to Western philosophy are games in which the signifier is greater than the
signified. Tt does not suffice to judge the legitimacy of Chinese philosophy/aesthetics with a standard of evidence system
which belongs to a part of the modern Western philosophy. In the writer’s opinion, the legitimacy of Chinese aesthetics
should be transformed into the issue of formal standardization,and its unique existence can be demonstrated with differ-
ent thoughts and statements created by it in facing of common universe of discourse. The “linguistic turn” of modern
and contemporary Western philosophy attempts to change the “conceptual language” which separates subject and object
into the language which integrates subject and object. It is quite similar to the “poetic language” of Zhuangzi's “Da
Dao” and “Da Yan”. It might be expected that Eastern and Western philosophies/aesthetics show a tendency of fusion
in cultural exchange and mutual learning, which might help to break the “Impact-Response” or Eastern-Western dual-
ism model and step into a new academic realm filling with creativity.

Key words: aesthetics; philosophical legitimacy; linguistic turn; Heidegger; oriental aesthetics
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