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The Applicability of Richard Rorty’s Literary Culture Theory in the Contemporary Era

ZHANG Yueyue
(School of Humanities , Tsinghua University,Beijing 100084 ,China)

Abstract: As a representative of neo-pragmatism, Richard Rorty has had a marked impact on contemporary academia.
Rorty valued the social function of literature. He abstracted the literariness of literature,imprinted it on cultural pat-
terns,and created the literary culture theory. The literary culture is poetic, ergo it contains humanity and narrative.
Nowadays,studies on Rorty’s literary culture theory have formed a ripple effect. However,how to improve the literary
culture theory to adapt to the contemporary culture still remains to be discussed. Actually, the biggest problem of the
literary culture theory is that it objects to ontology strongly,so the solution can be the reinterpretation of ontology. Af-
ter reinterpreting ontology s the literary culture will be more efficient.It will encourage personal progress, create social
solidarity,and promote the integrity and innovation of Chinese culture. The vitalization of the Literary Culture Theory
in the contemporary era with the guidance of positive principles will ensure a promising future if it allows the new hope
injected into ontology.

Key words: Richard Rorty; literary culture; ripple effect; philosophy without mirrors; neo-pragmatism; postmodern-
ism; integrity and innovation; eco-culture
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