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The Ecological Implication of Engels’ Triple Definition of Communism and Its Contemporary Enlightenment

DENG Ying,SUN Daojin
(The Research Center for Economic and Social Development of Three Gorges Reservoir Area ,
Southwest University s Chongging 400715, China)

Abstract : Engels defined communism as a scientific theory,a realistic movement and a social system. As a scientific the-
ory,communism is “a theory about the conditions for the liberation of Proletariat”. As a realistic movement, commu-
nism is “a realistic movement exterminating existing conditions”. As a social system,communism is a new social sys-
tem “transforming the existing conditions into combined conditions”. Engels’ triple definition of Communism contains
rich ecological thoughts. First,the liberation of the proletariat involves the double “reconciliations” ,one between human
beings and themselves,and the other between human beings and nature. Second, “realistic movement” provides the pos-
sibility of the double “reconciliations”,for man and himself as well as man and nature. Thirdly.the “combined condi-

‘ 9

tions” demonstrate the reality for the double “reconciliations” not only between humans and themselves but also be-
tween humans and nature. For one thing. the ecological thought inspires us to distinguish the existing ecological
thoughts reasonably. For another,it enables us to accurately understand the ecological tropism of Socialism with Chi-
nese Characteristics. Based on the former two aspects,it aims to further promote the construction of ecological civiliza-
tion in China.

Key words: communism; ecological implication; triple definition;double “reconciliations”
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