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Why is the Exclusive Epistemology of “Moral Metaphysics” Possible: Discussion Centered on Xiong Shili’s Theory

HAN Likun
(School of Marxism s Nanjing Forestry University , Nanjing 210037 ,China)

Abstract: Facing the impact of science, the early modern Neo-Confucianism is committed to expounding the particularity
and legitimacy of Confucian epistemology. As a representative of Neo-Confucianism, Xiong Shili realized that the crisis
of Confucianism was rooted in the legitimacy of “ontological cognition”. Therefore.referring to the paradigm of “phi-
losophy”, he introduced and combined the rational speculation of Western learning with the traditional physical evidence
method and self-cultivation method.and set up the method process: speculative method-intuitive method-self-cultiva-
tion method. Accordingly,Xiong divided “ontological cognition” into two categories. “rational” and “super rational”,
bridge the tension between them as an infinite loop from “empirical cognition”,“rational cognition”,to “intuitive cogni-
tion”,s0 as to construct a complete “ontological epistemology”.Xiong’s reformative theory of Confucian epistemology
has important reference value for studying other epistemological thoughts of “new Confucianism” and exploring the
modern legitimacy of Confucian epistemology.

Key words: Xiong Shili;ontology;epistemology; methodology ; effort theory;intuitive method
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