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Enhancing the Adaptability of Vocational and Technical Education:
Theoretical Evidence , Era Connotation and Practical Path

LI Zheng
(Institute of Vocational and Adult Education sEast China Normal University ,Shanghai 200062 ,China)

Abstract: The proposition of “enhancing the adaptability of vocational and technical education” originates from the com-
plex social attribute of skills. Its essence is to take skills as the element,to strengthen the deep interaction between vo-
cational education and various subsystems of society,and gradually form an ecosystem conducive to the formation,dis-
covery and use of skills. Since the beginning of the Reform and Opening-up,the connotation of “adaptability of voca-
tional and technical education” has experienced the change from “passive adaptation” to “active adaptation”. In the fu-
ture,to enhance the adaptability of vocational and technical education, we should take the solution of skill problems as a
breakthrough, place skill problems in a complex social context,and build a practical framework from the three links of
the formation,use and development of skills. On the policy path,we should build a vertical and horizontal vocational ed-
ucation system to promote the formation of public skills,build a network for the discovery and use of skilled talents to
promote the sharing of skills achievements, create an institutional environment to respect skills to enhance the social
recognition of skills,and strengthen the construction of cooperation mechanism among all levels,and promote the col-
laboration of social subjects.

Key words: adaptability of vocational and technical education;skill ecosystem;skill formation; skill usage; skill develop-
ment
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