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Evolution of the Concept of Benke (Undergraduate Education)and the Reform of China’s Higher Education

JIANG Chunjiao
(Department of Education s East China Normal University ,Shanghai ,200062,China)

Abstract: At the beginning of the development of new higher education in modern China, the founders triedto set up sev-
eral levels to solve the problem of students’ sources in high— level education because the school system had not been es-
tablished. After the promulgation of the school system in the late Qing Dynasty,the undergraduateandpreparatory sys-
tem was uniformly implemented. The undergraduate education (“Benke” in Chinese) ,as an educational concept,was in-
troduced from Japan. It meant the foundation of a university and was opposite to other concepts,such as “Yuke” (pre-
paratory education) ,“Bieke” (special training) and “Zhuanxiuke” (sub— degree course). In the late Qing Dynasty,
“Benke” and “Yuke” were set up in all higher education institutions, secondary industrial schools and normal schools. In
1922.the “New School System” completely abolished “Yuke”. “Benke”,as a relative concept, had a legitimacy crisis
and disappeared for a longtime. In the 1930s,with the improvement of the structure of higher education,the ROC gov-
ernment established three academic levels, “Zhuanke” (junior college) , “ Benke” (undergraduate) and “Yanjiusheng”
(postgraduate). The meaning of “Benke”,as an educational concept.changed from the foundation of a school to the
foundation of higher education. As the level of academic education,although synonymous with undergraduate,“Benke”
is a typical educational concept with Chinese characteristics,rather than a translation from “undergraduate”. An inves-
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tigation into the conception evolution of “Benke” will help to deepen the understanding of “Benke foremost” ,and build

the historical foundation of local culture and local context for the construction ofeducation with Chinese characteristics.
Key words: “Benke” ;“Yuke” ;“ Zhuanke” ; higher education,concept history
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