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The U.S.-Soviet Propaganda Warfare in Early Cold War:
The Fight for Discourse Power of Ideology and Its Contemporary Revelation

SHI Penghai, XIE Pei
(School of Foreign Studies sChang’an University s Xi'an »710064 ,China )

Abstract: During the Cold War period,to get the discourse power of ideology became one of the goals of the Cold War
between the U.S. and the Soviet Union,and the propaganda warfare became the principal means to achieve the goal. In
order to implement the propaganda warfare efficiently, both the U.S,and the Soviet Union established specialized or-
ganizations to be in charge of formulating,implementing, coordinating and evaluating the propaganda warfare abroad,
and launched fierce propaganda campaigns to the opposite camp,attempting to defeat the opponent and finally won the
discourse power of ideology. Because the U.S. and the Soviet Union represented the two major camps and the differ-
ences between their propaganda warfare goals and propaganda warfare mechanisms,the effects achieved by both parties
were quite different,thus leading to the different discourse power of ideology. Under the guidance of the historical ma-
terialism and based on the recently disclosed historical archives in the two countries,a specialized research on the propa-
ganda warfare between the U.S. and the Soviet Union would help us to understand the underlying reasons for the U.S.
to have gradually won the discourse power of ideology and finally won the Cold War from the perspective of propaganda
warfare. Such a research would also provide China with some reference and enlightenment for the present ideological
work as well as some knowledge of the international discourse situation that China is now facing.

Key words: the U.S.-Soviet propaganda warfare; the discourse power of ideology; propaganda mechanism; propaganda
effects;references and revelations
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