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Inside and Outside the Courtyard Wall:
The Legal Provisions of Residence in the Qin and Han Dynasties

ZHANG Xinchao
(School of History Culture and Ethnology s Southwest University ,Chongqing ,400715,China.)

Abstract: According to the legal provisions of residence in the Qin and Han Dynasties, there are mainly six kinds of
housing —related rights,such as no violation of housing rights,no damage to the house and limited commercial activities
in the house among others. There are seven kinds of obligations related to the house, such as no overbuilding of the
house,requirement to maintain and repair the house,and the obligation to plant mulberries, hemps,melons and fruits in
the courtyards.etc. The residential law in the Qin and Han Dynasties has four distinct characteristics: wide coverage,
strong continuity,gradual perfection and strong intervention. The courtyard wall plays a special role in the residential
law of the Qin and Han Dynasties, and is an important reference to determine whether the perpetrator is illegal.
Through the study of the housing law documents of the Qin and Han Dynasties, we can not only enrich the understand-
ing of the laws and grass— roots governance of the Qin and Han Dynasties, but also promote the study of the land sys-
tem of the Qin and Han Dynasties.

Key words: Qin and Han Dynasties;residence;rights;obligations
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