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Western Scholars’ Misreading and Criticism of Marx’s Labor Liberation Theory :
On Carrying Forward the Labor Logic of Socialism with Chinese Characteristics in the New Era

LI Yongqiang
(College of State Governance s Southwest University ,Chongging 400715,China)

Abstract : A group of western scholars greatly misread Marx’s labor liberation theory and put forward various criticisms.
This misreading and criticism is mainly reflected in the following aspects. They suggested that Marx’s labor theory was
limited to the pattern of modern metaphysics and still lived on the level of subject metaphysics in essence. They criti-
cized Marx’s labor theory was deeply trapped in the network of enlightenment, which promotes the realization of capi-
talist plan. Therefore,they subverted the historical materialism of production paradigm and replaced or reconstructed
historical materialism with schemes such as “Symbolic Exchange” and “Communicative Rationality”. A proper inter-
pretation of Marx’s concept of labor and liberation theory,a deep exploration of the misreading and criticism of western

’

scholars, effective identification and correction of western scholars’ comments,and making a convincing response will be
of important theoretical value and practical significance for scientifically understanding the overall implication of Marx’s
labor liberation theory and carrying forward the socialist labor logic with Chinese characteristics in the new era.

Key words: labor liberation;labor philosophy;labor logic; Heidegger; Habermas; Baudrillard ; Arendt
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