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The Historical Destiny and Contemporary Enlightenment of Zhang
Cursive Script in the Context of Chinese Character Reform

HU Changchun, LIU Hongjian
(School of Fine Arts s Southwest University ,Chongqging 400715 ,China)

Abstract:In the trend of writing reform at the beginning of the 20th century,Zhangcao Script, which had been neglected
by history for a long time, was promoted by a group of insightful people under the combined force of many conditions,
such as the unearthed underground documents,the development of photocopying technology,and the collection and sor-
ting of academic circles. It has been widely concerned and applied to the program of writing reform, which once showed
a good recovery trend. However,restricted by subjective and objective factors such as realistic context, practical flaws,
and the regularity of font development,Zhangcao Script. which was already prosperous.soon declined. Focusing on the
Zhangcao theoretical works of modern calligraphers such as “Xinding Ji Jiu Zhang and Textual Research” by Gao Er-
shi, focusing on the exploration from the aspects of sloppy writing shape and interpretation, we can see the historical
fate of Zhangcao calligraphy going from prosperity to decline in the Republic of China. The rise and fall of the cursive
script style in the Republic of China is also of certain reference value and enlightenment significance for promoting the
reform of contemporary writing and the development of cursive script art.

Key words: character reform;calligraphy font; Zhangcao;Ji Jiu Zhang; Gao Ershi; Xinding Ji Jiu Zhang and Textual Re-
search
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