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A Study of College English Learning Motivation in the New Century:
Achievements, Problems and Paths

FU Zhengling
(College of International Studiess Southwest University s Chongging 400715, China)

Abstract: This study analyzes the diachronic distribution, main research contents,achievements, problems and prospects
of College English learning motivation by reviewing papers published in CSSCI journals and Chinese core journals in the
new century (2001 —2021). The number of publicationsfeatures a gradual downward trend. Previous research mainly
focuses on the regulation of learning motivation,the development of learning motivation and learning demotivation. The
motivation research is characterized by six academic development changes-from macro study to micro study,from static
study to dynamic study,from synchronic study to diachronic study, from qualitative study to quantitative study, from
internal study to external study,and from positive study to reverse study. Achievements have been made in four as-
pects s namelydeveloping the basic types and dimensions of College English learning motivation, proposing the strategies
of motivation regulation, clarifying the law of motivation development,and constructing the theoretical system of Chi-
nese English learners’ motivation. The motivation research is also facing disputes over the orientation of the research
object, bottlenecks in theoretical innovation, insufficient fund support, and the lack of a stable team. Future research
should lay stress on clarifying the orientation of College English teaching,developing theoretical framework of learning
motivation, paying attention to motivation development in the context of mixed learning, strengthening the application
research of motivation,expanding the research field and increasing support.

Key words: College English;learning motivation;qualitative study;quantitative study;regulation strategies
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