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A Research on the Defense System of the Yangtze River in the Ming Dynasty

XIA Qiang
(School of History and Culture s Hainan Normal University s Haikou 571158 ,China)

Abstract: ZhuYuangzhang set up a Xinjiang camp for the defense of the Yangtze river. Emperor Xianzongappointed the
ministers to manage the defense forces of the Yangtze River and sent governors to supervise them.In the Jiajingage, the
governors’ power wasexpanded and they entirely ruled the river defense. This system wasfurther improved and con-
trolledby the military forcesinstead of the civilians in Longging and Wanli periods.Sizong’s incorrect decision of “therul-
ing ofthe defense system by the military forces” led to the collapse of the system eventually.

Key words: the Ming Dynasty;defense of the Yangtze River;ruling the defense system;history of the Ming Dynasty
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