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From the Survival of Capitalism to the Shadow Kingdom of Modernity
—Context,General Problems and Assumptions inProduction of Space

LIU Huaiyu
(Marxist Social Theory Research Center » Department of Philosophy . Nanjing University » Nanjing 210023 ,China)

Abstract: Production of Space is a masterpiece of Marxist philosophy which attempts to answer the most important
question of Marxism in the 20th century:“Why Capitalism could survive” and conducts a comprehensive criticism of
modernity. The core topic of this book is that capitalism could linger on with its last breath of life because it upgrades
the original direct material production mode to the reproduction of production relations or the production of space,but it
is bound to perish because its inherent contradiction would further intensify into the contradiction of space. The focus of
this book is not the postmodern ternary space dialectics, but the dialectics of contradiction of space,which is sublimated
from the spirit of Historical Materialism. However,the way to solve the question is not a traditional Marxist scheme,

‘

but the “near Nietzsche” three-dimensional critical project of modernity integrating “state-society-civilization”. It is
considered to be a controversial heritage,since it contains both late Marxist tendencies and post Marxist elements. By e-
lucidating the “Trinity” of Lefebvre’s critique of modernity, the study aims to get rid of the over-dependence of the two
mainstream models of the current academic community’s “postmodern” one-sided interpretation of the “production of

“critical” simplified interpretation of political economyand to restore the true face and significance of

space” and the
space production theory in Marxist philosophy.
Key words: Henri Lefebvre; Production of Space; Historical Materialism; dialectics of contradiction of space;criticism of
modernity; future civilization
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