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The Exploration ofArtistic Revolution in Lefebvre’s Critical Thought of Daily Life

TAO Huijjuan
(School of Marxism s Nanjing University of Science and Technology s Nanjing 210094 ,China)

Abstract : The failure of revolution in Europe and the world in the 20th century made the western left-wing social critical
thoughts gradually shake and even challenge the traditional revolutionary view. Many western Marxists pessimistically
reckoned that the overall political,economic and social revolution at the macro level would become increasingly impossi-
ble. Therefore,they are trying to find “new” or “alternative” revolutionary ways to solve the crisis and problems of mo-
dernity in capitalist society. Lefebvre is one of the remarkable representatives. He gainsaid the macro narrative logic of
historicism and progressivism in enlightenment philosophy,hankering for a new way. In his view. the failure of the o-
verall revolution immediately brought about the problem of modernity,that is,nihilism. To solve this problem.it can no
longer be the objective change of the social, political and economic system,but must be the criticism,change and crea-
tion of the micro-level daily life, which is an eternal and new form in the development of human civilization. In this
process, Lefebvre discovered the artistic vitality of Nietzsche’'s “Dionysian spirit”, creatively combined it with Marx’s
general revolutionary historical view of “the free and all-round development of human beings” to form a future poetic
philosophy which sublated the dialectic of “general human” of modern alienation. It can be said that Lefebvre’s early at-
tempt to discover a new type of civilization in his daily life criticism, which is different from the modern culture with
capital rule as the core,is not only of great value in criticizing the then fascist mystical ideology, the capitalist consump-
tion ideology and urbanism after World War II, but also provides a useful mirror for the exploration of new forms of
human civilization in the 21st century.

Key words: Lefebvre;criticism of daily life; modernity; Nietzsche;artistic revolution
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