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Henri Lefebvre’s View of Dialectical Materialism :
Logical , Epistemological , and Ontological Inquiries into the Dialectics of Ascent from the Abstract to the Concrete

ZHOU Quan
(Department of Philosophy s Nanjing University , Nanjing 210023 ,China)

Abstract: Henri Lefebvre held that dialectical materialism did not exist until Marx accepted Hegel’s dialectical logic.
Nevertheless, his understanding of dialectical logic was quite different from Hegel’s or Marx’s. This different under-
standing of ascent from the abstract to the concrete in the logical sense is closely related to the transfer of “abstraction”
as the starting point of scientific understanding and “concreteness” as the goal of knowledge,and is more fundamentally
based on the existential connotation of creativity and openness in practice... Lefebvre’s dialectical materialism thus ulti-
mately points to a theoretical task that constantly rises from intellectuality to reason in order to break the illusion of ob-
jectivity of fetishism,and a practical task that constantly breaks through the alienation of reality and returns to the gen-
eral content with the practice of the art of everyday life.. Taking the Marxist classic thesis of “ascent from the abstract
to the concrete” as a reference to investigate Lefebvre’s early theoretical work Dialectical Materialism helps us identify
the unique meaning of Lefebvre’s view of dialectical materialism and therefore get a better understanding of the devel-
opment of Lefebvre’s thought and of the relationship between Western Marxism and Marx.

Key words: Henri Lefebvre;Dialectical Materialism;ascent from the abstract to the concrete;alienation; practice; fetish-
ism;total man;determinism
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