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On the Subject Structure ofSocial Co-governancefor Food Safety

ZHAO Qian',SUO Yifan®
(School of Law ,Southwest University ,Chongqing 400715,China)

Abstract: As a form of co-governance at the level of positive law, the social co-governance of food safety is a behavior
process to promote the co-governance of food safety in a multi-center and diversified collaborative framework. To clari-
fy the subjects’ structure essentials of food safety social co-governance aims to focus on specific modernized governance
objectives of food safety,and classify the involved co-governance subjects into three categories:supervision subject, lia-
bility subject and right holder,and thus to establish the necessary subjects’ structure paradigm. Then it tries to clarify
the specific structural matters of various subjects in the corresponding governance activities to promote the benign co-
operation of regulatory power,self-restraint and freedom of action between different co-governance subjects. The rele-
vant government’s functional departments that undertake the responsibilities of food-safety supervision and manage-
ment are the supervision subject. They should scientifically allocate and coordinate the supervision forces of all parties
through the authority presuppositions of predictability dimension, certainty dimension and generality dimension. Food
producers and traders and the third party of food safety who perform food-safety safeguarding obligations are the liabil-
ity subject. The former,as the main liability subject,should clarify its core safeguarding obligations;and the latter,as
the extended liability subject, should clarify its derivative safeguarding obligations. Food consumers in different types
and different fields are right holder. It is necessary to clarify the three participation forms in participating co-governance
of food safety:supervision form,communication form and education form to give full play to the role of restriction of in-
terest balance of right holder in specific governance activities.

Key words: food safety supervision;social co-governance of food safety;co-governance subject;authority presupposition;
safeguarding obligation; participation form
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