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Can Governmental Environmental Auditing Promote Regional Pollution Control?
Empirical Evidence from China’s Prefecture-level Cities from 2008 to 2018

ZHENG Kaifang' ,ZHAO Xuan®
(1. School of Accounting s Southwest University of Finance and Economics ,Chengdu 611130,China ;
2. Financial Department s Southwest University sChongqging 400715, China)

Abstract: Based on panel data sample of China’s 273 prefecture-level cities from 2008-2018, this paper empirically tests
the macro effect of Governmental Environmental Auditing (GEA) on regional pollution control from the perspective of
emission of industrial waste water emission and industrial carbon dioxide emission. The empirical results show that
there is a significant negative correlation between GEA and the level of regional pollution discharge, which indicates that
GEA significantly improves regional pollution control. This result has passed a series of robustness tests. An additional
test finds that the positive effect of GEA on regional pollution control is becoming more and more significant as local
official’s promotion pressure increases and the public environmental concern increases. These findings provide empirical
evidences on macro effect of GEA on environmental governance,and are of great significance as a guideline for impro-
ving environmental governance policies to promote ecological civilization construction.

Key words: governmental environmental auditing; pollution control;environmental governance effect
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