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Presenting Each Other with Gifts and Poems: The Mode of Poetical Social
Interaction in the Tang Dynasty and the Popularization of Tang Poetry

FENG Haiyan, HUANG Dahong
(School of Literature s Southwest University ,Chongqing 400715,China)

Abstract: Poetry communication is an important wan of communication between literati,and so is gift-giving. Both of
them belong to the category of rites,and they are the media of representing and completing rites. From the poems of
the Book of Odes and Chuci, it can be found that when presenting poems they would often express feelings, which
showed the clue of the fusion of poetry and things. Until the appearance of literati’s poetry in the Eastern Han Dynas-
ty,the creation phenomenon began to form,including accompanying gifts with poems and giving gifts with poems. In
the Tang Dynasty,the development of accompanying gifts with poems, giving gifts with poems, presenting each other
with gifts and poems,asking for gifts from poems as the main types of presenting each other with gifts and poems not
only showed the literati social richly and diversely, but also provided a powerful motive for the creation of poetry and
the emergence of responsory vogue. More importantly, presenting each other with gifts and poems is connected with
business, people,feeling, things,and the language of secular society. Therefore,it plays an internal role in strengthening
the popularization of poetry creation. After the active participation of Li Bai,Du Fu,Zhang Ji, Yao He, Yuan Zhen, Bai
Juyi, Han Yu,Pi Rixiu, Lu Guimeng,and others,it has become an internal mechanism to strengthen the popularity of
Tang poetry,and it is also the transition to the vulgarization of Song poetry.

Key words: literati contacts; presenting each other with gifts and poems;popularization of Tang poetry; poem of writing
and replying; complimentary poems
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