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Nationalization of the Iranian Oil Industry and Contemporary Iranian Political Development

LI Xin
(School of History and Culture ,Southwest University ,Chongqing 400715,China)

Abstract: After World War 11, as British Empire was coming to collapse,its colonies and semi-colonies were moving to-
ward independence. During this period,Iranian government initiated nationalization of the oil industry to recover its own
petroleum resource controlled by British Company and maintain national economic sovereignty. However.the excessive
political participation triggered by this movement was overloaded due to Iran’s low political institutionalization, resul-
ting in severe domestic unrest and foreign intervention. Nationalization of the Iranian oil industry was critical in modern
Iranian political history, because the fierce political convulsion caused by it put an end to the Iranian constitutional gov-
ernment since the Persian Constitutional Revolution,leading to the concentration of political power. This contributed to
Iranian political transformation, which,in turn, was one of the most important prerequisites of Iranian rapid moderniza-
tion in the 1960s. Meanwhile, this movement also caused legitimation crisis of Pahlavi rule, aggravated anti-western
psychology in Iranian society and sowed the seeds of social revolution in the future.

Key words: nationalization of the Iranian oil industry; political development; AIOC (Anglo-Iranian Oil Company) ; NIOC
(National Iranian Oil Company)
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