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ContemporaryChinese Aesthetics Coursebooks: Knowledge Growth and Paradigm Shift

DAI Xun,RAN Xue
(Department of Chinese Language and Literature , Xiamen University s Xiamen361005,China)

Abstract: Academic progress and knowledge growth will inevitably lead to shift of academic paradigm. The mainstream
paradigm of contemporary Chinese aesthetics was established from 1950s to 1970s,represented by Introduction to Aes-
thetics edited by Wang Zhaowen. In the particular historical context,the academic environment was relatively reserve-
din those years,and there were very limited foreign academic materials, especially modern and contemporary Western
aesthetic materials available. Chinese contemporary aesthetics mainly focused on absorbing Western classical aesthetics
with the influence ofGerman classical aesthetics represented by Hegel. The connection between German classical aes-
thetics represented by Hegel and Western modern and contemporary aesthetics failed to enter our academic scope.
Hegel’s theoretical viewpoints have great significance in the integration of Chinese contemporary aesthetics and modern
and contemporary Western aesthetics,such as the denial of imitation theory and art instrument theory of Western clas-
sical aesthetics. The natural humanization theory of Chinese contemporary aesthetics failed to distinguish the different
objects of appreciation and aesthetic experience that artistic aesthetics and natural aesthetics face. Cai Y{is view that the
root of natural beauty lies in nature is not only similar to Hegel's belief that the abstract form of natural beauty is inher-
ent in nature, but also similar to the natural aesthetics of environmental aesthetics,approaching something relatively ad-
vanced and unacceptable at that time. It can be used as a fulcrum for the shift of the mainstream paradigm of Chinese
contemporary aesthetics.

Key words: aesthetics;aesthetics coursebooks; Zhu Guangqian; Wang Zhaowen;artistic beauty;natural beauty
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