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Cultural Modernity and “Heterogeneity” as a Cross-cultural Event
——— Also on the Secret Relationship Amongthe Three Cultural Conceptions of“Self”

ZHANG Honghui, ZHENGChunlan
(1. Sichuan University Press ;2. College of Literature and Journalism sSichuan University ; Chengdu 610065.China)

Abstract: “ Heterogeneity” and “modernity” are two big ontological cultural structures. To deepen the comparison be-
tween Chinese and western cultures,enhance the mutual learning and understanding of the heterogeneouscivilizations, it
is necessary to put the “heterogeneity” static characteristics of the transverse comparison of “modernity” into the longi-
tudinal view of dynamic scanning, to examine the complex relationship of mutual utilization, penetration, support and
promotion between “heterogeneity” and “modernity” so as not only to get the modern meaning of heterogeneity, but al-
so to find the heterogeneous genes and forces in the generation and evolution of modernity. In fact, when the diverse
heterogeneous world cultures and their interactions and comparisons are used,identified, maintained, inherited and fur-
ther developed by cultural modernity, heterogeneity is no longer static, but a cross-cultural event, strategy,and interven-
tion. It determines the discourse construction of the heterogeneous alien “self” based on the original “self” and leads to
the generation of modern non-self. The hidden entanglement of the three conceptions of “SELF” actually reflect the fact
that under the influence of the diverse world heterogeneity, culture develops with the local self as the origin, the alien
self as reference,and the modern non-self as the future vision to form a modern scenario of seeing the alien with a local
viewpoint and planning for the future based on the present situation.

Key words: cultural heterogeneity; cultural modernity; ontology; cross-cultural; mutual learning between Chinese and
Western civilizations
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