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Literature, History and “Speech Acts” :Ethicsas the Perspective

ZHANG Peng
(School of Literature and Communication s Huizhou University , Huizhou 516007 ,China)

Abstract : The linguistic turn and the influence of extreme events such as Holocaust putting historical writing into a rep-
resentational dilemma. The relationship between literature and history gradually transcended the category of imitation
and replaced by a new model of reaction,reconstruction and working-through. At the same time,language as a medium,
its fidelity of representation of history is increasingly dependent on a kind of ethical conviction, rather than on how to
objectively describe or faithfully record and reflect reality. Therefore.it is necessary to break the mode of trueor false
dualism, refuse to regard literature as a fictitious discourse and rethink the relationship of literature and history from
ethical perspective. History,in consideration of the performative dimension and poetic characteristics of language it u-
ses,is always accompanied by literature,and constantly intervened,interfered and even created history by means ofdoing
things with words. Therefore. historical writing has become speech acts and cultural practice related to social ethics and
human value to achieve the integration ofthe truthof history,the beauty of literature and the goodness of ethics in his-
torical writing.

Key words: historical representation; speech acts; literaryethics; re-action theory; construction theory; working-through
theory
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