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RIS B DG B R S TR IM]/ RS ST ECET R A . LT E SC ARAE,

A Study on the Grammaticalization Process and Motivation of theClassifier
“PI” Based on the Mutual Verification of Unearthed and Handed-down Documents

LI Jianping
(School of Chinese Language and Literature s Shandong Normal University ,Jinan 250014 ,China)

Abstract ; Based on the text configuration and examples of Jiajinwen in the Yin and Zhou Dynasties, the Chinese word
“pi” is mainly used as the individual classifier for calculating horses or the meaning of “matching”. Its original meaning
may be related to “bridle”. It is grammaticalizedthrough grammatical metonymy into individual classifiers. The word
“pi” was first used as a classifier in the oracle bones of the third period of the Shang Dynasty. In the last year of the
Shang Dynasty, the system of carriages and horses changed from one carriage and two horses to one carriage and four
horses.which led to the disapplicability of the dual-sense collective classifier “bing(liang)”,and the individual classifier
“pi” developed rapidly in the Western Zhou Dynasty. The matching form of the driving horse extends the classifier “pi”
to the meaning of “matching”. Based on the two ends of cloth and silk rolled in the middle of the two relative forms, it
is also extended to be a classifier for measuring textiles. A comprehensive study of the unearthed and handed-down doc-
uments shows that the textile classifier “pi” came into being as late asin the early Han Dynasty.and the inscriptions of
Hu Yingji Ding in the Western Zhou Dynasty are names. The scope of application of individual classifier “pi” can be ex-
tended to other animals,and its motivation lies in the influence of rhetoric, dialect and modern Japanese. As a textile
classifier,it developed into institutional classifier based on its fixed system.

Key words: inscriptions on bones or tortoise shells; Western Zhou bronze inscriptions; bamboo and wooden slips docu-
ment; classifier ; grammaticalization
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