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The Supermorphic Localization of Tense-aspect in Chinese: Verdict of “Shangwei VP Zhigian”

WANG Xiaogiong
(School of Foreign Languages sChongqing University of Technology ,Chongqing 430054 ,China)

Abstract: The supermorphic localization of Chinese tense-aspect demonstrates that the tense-aspect category is not re-
flected through inflection, but taken on by nouns,adverbs, preposition and other words as the host of grammatical cate-
gories. Restrained by the principle of syntactic harmony and promoted by pragmatic operation. the Chinese structure
“Shangwei VP Zhiqian” has always been controversial but is still widely used. Taking this typical structure as an exam-
ple.it is of great theoretical value and practical significance to judge the existence of Chinese grammatical tense and as-
pect under the uni-dimensional morphology framework, reveal the typological characteristics of Chinese grammatical
category and accomplish the effect and acceptance of discourse.

Key words: tense and aspect categories;tense marker;aspect marker; morphological inflection;tense and aspect
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