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An Investigation on the Transnational Migration Routes of Miao People in the Qing Dynasty

HUANG Xiurong
(School of History and Culture , Southwest University ,Chongqing 400715,China)

Abstract: In the late Ming and early Qing Dynasties,the Miao people began to migrate to Southeast Asian countries,in-
cluding Vietnam,Laos and Thailand. The first country that the Miao people reached is Vietnam. In the early and mid-
Qing Dynasty, Miao people who entered Vietnam were mainlyfrom Guangxi. In the late Qing dynasty,theyentered Viet-
nam from Yunnan Mainly. Some Miao people who had lived in Vietnam began to enter northern Laos in the early 19th
century.A little later than this period,some Miao people entered Laos from Chinadirectly. Miao people who entered La-
os from two different directions spread across the mountains of northern Laos quickly and began crossing the Mekong
River into northern Thailand in the late 19th century. By the end of the Qing Dynasty, the Miao people had developed
into one of the most important ethnic groups in the northern mountainous areas of these countries.

Key words: The Qing Dynasty; Miao people; transnational migration; migration routes
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