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Social Capital in the Village and Realization of Mutual Support for the Aged in Rural Areas:
An Empirical Analysis Based on the Supply Willingness of Rural Elder Care Services

NIE Jianliang,CAO Mengdi, WU Yufeng
(School of Public Administration s Northwest University » Xi an 710127 ,China)

Abstract: Whether mutual support for the aged can be realized mostly depends on the willingness of the elderly to pro-
vide care servicesin rural areas. Based on the sample data of 32 villages in 11 provinces of China, this paper indicated the
characteristics of the supply willingness of care services in rural areas. Using the Linear Multi-Variation Regression
Model and taking the village domain social capital as the entry point, this paper analyzed the influence of social net-
works ,social reciprocity,social trust and social norms which within the village domain on the willingness of rural elder-
ly to provide care services. This paper put forward the following research findings. First,in terms of service content, the
rural elderly are more willing to provide mental support services,followed by life care services,and finally medical care
services. Second,in terms of service object, the willingness of rural elderly to provide care services is in line with the
characteristics of “Diversity-Orderly Structure” from the closest to the alienation. The influence of village domain social
capital on the willingness of rural elderly to provide care services is multidimensional. The formal networks in the vil-
lage domain networks have significant positive impacts on the willingness of rural elderly to provide care services, but
the impacts of informal networks are not significant. Interpersonal trust in village domain trust has a significant positive
impact on the supply willingness of care services in rural areas,but the impact of institutional trust is not significant.
Both the village domain social reciprocity and social norms have significant positive impacts on the willingness of the
rural elderlyto providecare services. The influence of village domain social capital on the willingness of the rural elderly
to providecare services is not only different in service content and service objects,but also different among groups.
Key words: rural elders;social capital;elder care services;supply willingness; “Diversity-Orderly Structure” ; population aging
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