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On the Indigenization of Contemporary Indian English Literature:
Modern Transformation of the Literary Theories of National Literature

HUANG Yiting
(Institute of Foreign Literature sChinese Academy of Social Sciences,Beijing 100732 ,China)

Abstract: In his novel The Serpent and the Rope .the Indian English writer Raja Rao learned from the Indian epic-pu-
ranic writing style and reformed the Indian English writing. His understanding of the Indian classic poetics and the In-
dian traditional values has been shown through the unique form and content of his English writing. Then, Indian critic
C. D. Narasimhaih formulated an indigenized criticism on Indian English literature,based on the writing of Rao and the
literary theories of Indian classic literature. Although there are some obvious theoretical deficiencies in their studies of
the indigenization of contemporary Indian English literature, their exploration on the laws of the development of Indian
literature and their insistence on the subjectivity of the Indian traditional culture indicate that it is crucial to bridge the
gap between the ancient Indian conception of history and the modern one on the purpose of indigenizing the contempo-
rary Indian English literature,and it is necessary and inevitable for the contemporary Indian English literature to inherit
the Indian literary traditions. Their work has laid a good foundation for the indigenization of Indian English literature in
this century,and also provided reference for the modern transformation of the ancient literary theories in national litera-
ture and its “creative transformation and innovative development” as well.
Key words: national literature; indianness; ancient literary theories; discourse system; “rasa-dhvani” theory; C. D.
Narasimhaih
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