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Tough Decision for Ryukyu on Diplomatic Relations Between
the Southern Ming and Qing During the Transition of Dynasties

ZHAO Yi'.CUI Da'**
(1. College of History and Culture Tourism sLiaoning Normal University s Dalian 116029,China ;
2. Institute of International Education s Dongbei University of Finance and Economics s Dalian 116025 ,China)

Abstract : During the transition from the Ming to the Qing dynasty,the Southern Ming regime was in a state of flux. As
a vassal state, Ryukyu was faced with the choice of allegiance to a new suzerain state. Allegiance to the Southern Ming
Dynasty seemed to be motivated by the continuation of the vassal relationship with the Ming Dynasty. But behind the
scenes,there was a need for white silk trading interests. On the issue of the Shangkun’s request for the title, Ryukyu
tried to adopt a policy of equidistant diplomacy to maintain relations with both the Qing Dynasty and the Southern
Ming. Therefore,the request for the title of King of the Ryukyu was made “by fief”, while the Qing Dynasty honored
the tradition of “by granting fief”. In the end,the Qing dynasty succeeded in enthroning Shangkun in a semi-compulsory
manner and established a suzerain relationship with the Ryukyu. During the transition from the Ming to the Qing dy-
nasty. Ryukyu’s choice process was almost a microcosm of its diplomacy in East Asia. First,it tried carefully, putting
national interests first,trying to swing from one side to the other,as it had done in the past. However,due to its status
as a small country,it had to make a decision in the end.

Key words: Ryukyu;conferring titles;late Ming Dynasty; Southern Ming; Qing Dynasty
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