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From “Civil Society” to “Human Society” :
The Change of World Outlook and the Two Social Outlooks in the Outline of Feuerbach

HUANG Xuesheng', Y1 Jiang®
(1. School of Marxism ,Sun Yat-sen Univesity ,Guangzhou 510275,China ;
2. Department of Philosophy s Nanchang University s Nanchang 330031,China)

Abstract: The academic debates on Article 10 of the “Outline on Feuerbach” are mostly based on the distinction or op-
posing theoretical perspectives between “civil society” and “human society”. It either centers on the “society” of the

‘ ‘

two societies or the difference between “citizens” and “human beings”, and stands on either the “value level” or the
“fact level”. It has missed the important purpose and significance of the change in Marx’s worldview. In the sense of
changing the world outlook.the above theoretical foresight should be abandoned. “Civil society” should be understood
as a world composed of atomic individuals,namely the capitalist world. This is the social and historical basis of old ma-
terialism. “Human society” is the historical world of human society that exists from ancient times to the present and
leads to the future formed by people through practical activities. It includes “civil society” and leads to “communist so-
ciety”. Tt is a unity of facts and values. The difference between the old and the new materialism is not in the “socializa-
tion” or the difference in value standpoint, but in the difference in the “world” seen by the two with their respective
philosophical principles. This understanding will be more helpful to understand the other content in “The Outline of
Feuerbach” and the difference between the old and the new philosophy.and it will also have a positive significance for
the settlement of related disputes in the academic world.

Key words: world outlook; practical activities; new philosophy;civil society; human society
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