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Business Environment Optimization, Technological Progressand Industrial Transformation and Upgrading:
An Empirical Analysis of the Yangtze River EconomicBelt

LIU Xinzhi"*,LI Peiyu' ,ZHANG Pengfei'
(1. College of Economics and Management , Southwest University ,Chongqing 400715,China ;
2. Innovation Center of Non-public Economic Development and Anti-com pensation for
Powverty in West China ,Chongging 400715,China)

Abstract: Industry is the carrier of economic development,and industrial transformation and upgrading is an important
way to promote high-quality development. The fixed-effect model, mediating effect and threshold effect are used to em-
pirically test the impact of business environment optimization and technological progress on industrial transformation
and upgrading in 108 cities of the Yangtze River Economic Belt from 2008 to 2020. The results show that both business
environment optimization and technological progress have significant effects on industrial transformation and upgra-
ding, and technological progress has some mediating effects on industrial transformation and upgrading promoted by
business environment optimization. In terms of heterogeneity,the impact of business environment optimization on in-
dustrial transformation and upgrading decreases from east to west,and the bigger the city is,the stronger the impact of
business environment optimization is. In terms of threshold effect,the optimization of business environment in big cities
has a threshold effect on the improvement of industrial transformation and upgrading level, with a threshold value of 0.
237. To this end,cities along the Yangtze River Economic Belt should speed up the construction of new infrastructure,
promote the optimization of the business environment,improve the compatibility of technological progress and industri-
al structure,and implement differentiated development strategies based on their own conditions.
Key words: business environment optimization; technological progress; industrial transformation and upgrading; the
Yangtze River Economic Belt
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