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The Core of Chinese Comparative Literature is Language Comparison

GAO Yu
(College of Humanities s Zhejiang Normal University s Zhejiang 321004 ,China)

Abstract: Since literature is an art of language,the study of literature from the perspective of language is the essence of
literature study and comparative literature is no exception. The difference between Chinese and foreign literature is
deeply rooted in the difference of languages,which is the core of comparative literature. “Language” is obviously absent

‘

in todays comparative literature,the reason of which is not only related to the “setting” of the historical problems of
comparative literature, but also related to the traditional view of language in the field of comparative literature. To re-
examine the problems of comparative literature research from the perspective of modern view of language, great chan-

“mode” of the research. Language study will make the

ges will take place in the “hierarchy” of the problems and the
“influence study” more evidence-based, which can make the “parallel comparison” more vigorous and overcome the past
defects of being too broad.empty and random. The most important discovery of language study for comparative litera-
ture is the ontological status of the specific study of Chinese and foreign literature, which is the core problem of com-
parative literature and provides a practical possibility for the construction of a “Chinese School”.

Key words: comparative literature;language comparison;influence study; parallel comparison
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