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Why Was Enlightenment Possible?
—The Ideological Contents and the Contemporary Inspirations of Early Chinese Animation Reviews

CUI Yucheng' ,NIE Xinru®
(1. School of Arts &Communication ,Beijing Normal University »Beijing 100875 ,China ;
2. School of Communication s East China Normal University . Shanghai 201100,China)

Abstract: The Chinese animation reviews started in the 1920s Shanghai and formed a critical tradition of “enlighten-
ment” in the 1930s and 1940s, which gave birth to the media cognition and communication consensus based on the prin-
ciple of “image narrative”. The “rational enlightenment” under modern science communication, the “cultural enlighten-
ment” under the aesthetic construction of animation and the “practical enlightenment” under the logic of image narra-
tive constitute the three “enlightenment” paths of early Chinese animation. The reviews spread the “enlightenment”
consciousness of animation from the economic field to the cultural field, from life intuition to political consciousness,
and profoundly influenced the creative orientation of animation at that time. Especially since the founding of the People
‘s Republic of China,the “enlightenment” awareness of animation has played a significant role in shaping the concept of
general education in China,and even in the current cultural context, the tradition of animation “enlightenment theory” is
still thriving. Early Chinese animation reviews reflects the process of animation’s participation in the construction of the
modern Chinese nation-state, providing clues and cases for us to explore the theoretical construction of the Chinese ani-
mation.and inspiring us to see the multidimensional perspectives and research value of animation research from the in-
teraction between media and history.

Key words: early films; Chinese animation;film reviews;enlightenment thought;contemporary inspiration
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