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Ethnic Integration and Identities in the Early Byzantine Empire

DONG Xiaojia
(School of History and Culture s Hubei University sWuhan 430062 ,China)

Abstract: In the early Byzantine Empire,several ethnic groups entered the borders and settled down in the empirein dif-

ferent ways. Some members of the ethnic groupsparticipatedin different degrees in the economic, military, politic and

social activities of the Byzantine Empire. At the same time,these outsiders gradually possessed the political identity of

the empire through seekingpromotion in the political system of the empire. They also receivedreligious identity of the

empire through converting the faith of Christianity. Finally, they obtained the cultural identity of the empire through

accepting and using the official languages.
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