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Spiritual Interests and Spiritual Affluence: The Civilization Characteristics of Chinese Pathto Modernization

WU Yandong, LIAO Xiaodan
(School of Marxism Studies » Southwest University sChongging 400715,China)

Abstract : Spiritual poverty is the main disease of the consequences of Western modernity. How to get rid of the predica-
ment of modernity in spiritual life has become a serious and urgent topic of the times. Taking care of people’s spiritual
interests and needs,enriching the people’s spiritual world,and achieving a prosperous spiritual life are essential provi-
sions of the Chinese path to modernization. In terms of development concept,the Chinese path to modernization follows
the value of putting people first,taking group orientation as the cultural concept and insisting on the basic strategy of
coordinated development, providing civilized guidance for the realization of human spiritual interests. In the process of
realization, China’s modernization always integrates people’s spiritual interests in the whole chain of spiritual produc-
tion-spiritual distribution-spiritual interaction-spiritual consumption, which is fundamentally different from the West-
ern-style modernization road in terms of the content,mode and nature of spiritual interest realization. Under the guid-
ance of different ideas and the operation of practice process,the impoverishment of spirit and the alienation of human
are the historical inevitability of the development mode of Western capital civilization. On the contrary, the realization of
spiritual prosperity and all-round development of human beings will be the future picture of the Chinese path to mod-
ernization. Through the dynamic comparison of the concept, process and results, the two modernization paths further
demonstrate that the realization of the spiritual interests to spiritual affluence is a significant feature of the new form of
human civilization compared with capitalist civilization in the spiritual dimension.

Key words: spiritual interests;spiritual affluence;Chinese path to modernization;a new form of human civilization; capi-
talist civilization;characteristics of civilization
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