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The ASEAN in Great Power Rivalry: A Research into Improvement of Autonomy and Effects of Forces

XIA Lei
(School of International StudiessRenmin University of China sBeijing 100872 ,China)

Abstract: Studies show that the great power rivalry between China and U.S. would shrink the space of the ASEAN’s
hedging strategy. Thus,it would erode the autonomy and centrality of the ASEAN, which forces the ASEAN to aban-
don its regional leadership and hedging strategy gradually. However.in the present context of great power rivalry.the
ASEAN continued to preserve its autonomy and achieved great success both internally and externally. Therefore,differ-
ent from theoretical calculations of hedging theory, when the great power rivalry got escalated, the autonomy of the
ASEAN succeeded in becoming renovated rather than being eroded. The reason why the ASEAN could increase its au-
tonomy is because the effect of erosion is still in its forming tendency. When the force of erosion is weaker than the
ASEAN’s judgments,the autonomy of the ASEAN would contemporarily ascend in the effect of the ASEAN’s strength
of renovation from its precocious consciousness.

Key words: ASEAN; Indo-Pacific; Southeast Asia;autonomy;great power rivalry
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