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A Research on the Influence of Rural Labor Migration on Agricultural Land Abandonment
——A Test of Mediating Effects Based on Social Capital

ZHANG Yushu' ,ZHANG Yingliang®
(College of Economics and Management s Southwest University ,Chongqing »400715,China)

Abstract: Agricultural land abandonment is a land-use change phenomenon in agricultural production. Based on the data
from the 2017 China Floating Population Dynamic Monitoring Survey,this paper examines the impact of rural labor on
farmland abandoned from the perspective of social capital. The research shows that the rural labor force going out to
work can alleviate the occurrence of agricultural land abandonment. After using the instrumental variables to deal with
the endogeneity problem,the conclusion still holds. Mechanism analysis shows that social capital,as an informal sys-
tem.plays a mediating role in the impact of rural labor on farmland abandoned. The results of heterogeneity analysis
show that in the high-income group,the mitigating effect of labor force on farmland abandoned is greater;but with the
increase of the distance of migrant workers,the mitigating effect on farmland abandoned will gradually decrease. This
paper argues that under the background of the continuous precipitation of rural labor force, government departments
can ease the occurrence of abandoned farmland by orderly guiding the transfer of rural labor force to nearby places and
deepening the accumulation of social capital of migrant workers.

Key words: rural labor migration;agricultural land abandonment;social capital;informal institution
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