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From “Apprenticeship Dilemma” to “Local Creation” .
The Evolution and Turning of the Value of Chinese Preschool Education Theory

LIU Xiaohong', YANG Xiaoping®
(1. School of Educational Sciences,Chongqging Normal University ,Chongqing 401331,China ;
2. Faculty of Education s Southwest University ,Chongqing 400715,China)

Abstract: After more than a hundred years of development, China’s preschool education has made great achievements.
However,from the perspective of value attributes, the theoretical development was made either by directly introduces
or draws on foreign theories,and the local originality is insufficient. Based on the perspective of value attribute of theo-
ries, this paper adopts the method of systematic historical analysis to investigate the value evolution process of “using
foreign technology”, “learning from the United States”, “learning from the Soviet Union in an all-round way”, and
“Western modernization”. It is proposed that the possible reasons for the lack of original theory of preschool education
in China lie in the reduction of cultural subjectivity in the academic circle, the excessive dependence of education on the
academic tradition under the political dominant ideology and the deviation of the methodological orientation and path of
development localization. Summarizing the experiences of three local explorations of Chinese preschool education theory
in the history of education and the opportunities for transformation provided by the new era,it is suggested that the key
to completely break out of the “apprenticeship dilemma” lies in the reshaping of the academic discourse of education
with Chinese characteristics. This requires the academic community to strengthen historical awareness, sort out the core
concepts and theoretical propositions of Chinese children’s educational thought based on traditional culture;strengthen
the experimental consciousness rooted in educational practice to explore the local growth point of Chinese educational
theory;strengthen the consciousness of methods and construct the discourse system of preschool education with Chi-
nese characteristics based on the Marxist overall methodology.

Key words: preschool education theory;apprenticeship dilemmaj;historical origin;discourse system with Chinese charac-

teristics
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