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The Rationale and the Future for the Study of the History of Children’s
Literature in the Context of One Hundred Years of Chinese Literature

WU Xiangyu,ZHOU Yingyao
(College of Humanities s Zhejiang Normal University ,Jinhua 321004 ,China)

Abstract: To reconstruct the history of Chinese children’s literature,it is necessary to find rationales in the context of a
century of Chinese literature in order to open up new research horizons. Clarifying the concept of children’s literature is
the origin of the study of the history of children’s literature in China. There are two ways of defining the meta-concept
of children’s literature: “descriptive” and “structural”. The former describes children’s literature as the “literature” of
“children”,which is reflected in the layout and discussion of two key words, while the latter sees it as a structural rela-
tionship,and these two definitions are mutually meaning-generating terms. The misinterpretation and distortion of the
meta-concept of children’s literature has contributed to the confusion in the writing of the history of children’s literature
in China.and has been the cause of the misconception of the history of children’s literature. Literary criticism is an in-
termediate bridge between creation and literary history,and by continuing to ask the question of “what is children’s lit-
erature”, Chinese children’s literature criticism has broken through the traditional poetry and literature commentary, led
the creation trend of children’s literature, provided a semantic field for the development and evolution of Chinese
children’s literature,and thus opened century-old development history of cultivating “new man” and “literary moderni-
zation”. To examine the history of children’s literature in the context of a century of Chinese literature is not to apply
and cover children’s literature with modern and contemporary Chinese literature, but to integrate the history of
children’s literature into the overall pattern of the development of new literature,and to create a new path for the study
of the history of Chinese children’s literature by following the dialectical logic of “integration” and “subjectivity” and o-
verall research. This approach helps to reconstruct its historical picture in a structured and systematic manner,and highlight
the overall picture of Chinese literature and the disciplinary nature of children’s literature over the past century.
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