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The De-Eurocentric Turn of “Artistic Engagement” and the Social
Engagement Through Art in Internationalism Experiments

ZHOU Yanhua
(Research Center for Contem porary Visual Art sSichuan Fine Arts Institute sChongging 401331,China)

Abstract: “The De-Eurocentric Turn” is a cutting-edge study of artistic engagement in international scholarship. It re-
examines the relationship between artistic engagement and the international proletarian movement in the 20th century.
The thought of internationalism formed by the international proletarian movement profoundly influenced the practice
and theory of artistic engagement at the time. On the one hand,it encourages the participation of the proletariat in pop-
ular and low-tech visual forms,and shapes the proletariat’s subjectivity, so as to resist Bourgeois taste. On the other
hand,in a realistic way,it united non-Western countries, criticized colonialism and imperialism in order to build a new
world. The internationalism of artistic engagement is embodied in its “low visibility” and “direct realism” of visual
forms of internationalism and its internationalist aesthetics that mixes avant-garde aesthetics and anti-imperialist and
colonial cultures. This internationalist aesthetic is also a political practice that allows for the distribution of sensibility.
Artistic engagement in China is a part of the internationalist art experiments in the early 20th century. It gradually
grows in the process of institutionalizing such experiment which formed a local engaged paradigm with Chinese charac-
teristics. Such paradigm distinguishes itself from today’s democratic politically dominated art interventions in the West
and serves as a model for the de-Eurocentric turn in contemporary art interventions.

Key words: artistic engagement;internationalism;low visibility;direct realism;aesthetics;distribution of sensibility
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