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Interest Dispute and Political Game in American Public Health Legislation
——A Case Study of the New York Metropolitan Health Bill

LI Jing
(School of History and Culture , Southwest University ,Chong Qing 400715,China)

Abstract: In the first half of the 19th century,the United States started the transition from a rural society to an urban
society. The population density of big citiesincreased rapidly, withNew York as a typical case,and the limited urban car-
rying capacity and municipal corruption led to the rapid deterioration of urban public health environment. The reformer
in the New York State were the first to introduce the Metropolitan Health bill to the state legislature. Although the bill
aimed at improving urban health and takes the establishment of a new health administrative agency,it had aroused heat-
ed debates among different groups in the society. The debates reflected the differences in the cognition of different inter-
est groups on urban public health,but presented more complex interest entanglements and power conflicts. The bill ini-
tiated the modern construction of the public health administrative mechanism,and promoted the dominant position ex-
pansion of the administrative power of urban public health, which had a milestone status in the history of American
public health.

Key words: New York;Metropolitan Health Bill ; public health;administrative reform
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