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A Systematic Investigation into the Question of “What We Need, Kant or Hegel”
—Origin, Substance and Bridging

HU Chuanshun
(School of Marxism ,Jiangzxi Normal University s Nanchang 330022 ,China)

Abstract: Since the 1980s,domestic academic circles have been debating on the question of “what do we need, Kant or
Hegel” . which has roughly gone through three stages and two directions until today. That is,from the first “needing
Kant,not Hegel”,to the second“needing both Kant and Hegel” and “needing neither Kant nor Hegel”, to the near-
Kantian andnear-Hegelian interpretations on Marx’s thoughts today. These ideas essentially build the problem on the
opposition between Kant and Hegel,and the essence is to oppose Kant and Hegel. However, this does not comply with
Kant and Hegel’s philosophy itself.and this may obscure the problem itself. This paper believes that to overcome this
situation of opposition needs to return to the origin of the debate,namely Hegel’s criticism against Kant. The opposition
between Kant and Hegel was originally created by Hegel himself,not Kant,and Hegel formed the label of the formal-
ism.subjectivism,and dualism of Kant’s philosophy. However, the understanding of this label as an opposing model
clearly fits neither with Kant’s philosophy nor Hegel’s intentions.

Key words: formalism; dualism; rationality ; subjective idealism;objective idealism;concrete idea;law of morality; repub-
licanism
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