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The Inner Enlightenment Logic of Young Hegelians’Philosophy
—— A Discussion on Its Inspiration for Marx’s Writing of the Doctoral Dissertation

PAN Yuefei
(Department of Philosophy sRenmin University of China ,Beijing 100872 ,China)

Abstract: In the late 1930s, Marx began to be active in the Young Hegelians and gradually became the mainstay of the
school. The philosophy of Young Hegelians had distinct characteristics of enlightenment, and the members of the
school generally worshipped the French revolutionary principles. They devoted themselves to bring the revolutionary
spirit of France to Germany,and set off an “Enlightenment Movement” of Germany from 1835 to 1845. The character-
istics of Young Hegelians philosophy is close to the French Enlightenment,especially in Bauer’s philosophy of self-con-
sciousness, which is the exploration and transformation of the revolutionary factors related to the French Enlightenment
in Hegelian philosophy. The enlightenment philosophy of Young Hegelianswas mainly applied to the criticism of reli-
gionand deepened the religious criticism of the European Enlightenment. In order to demonstrate the enlightenment
philosophy of Young Hegelians,and try to play its role in the political field, Bauer and Képpen,inspired by Hegel's ex-
position on three schools of post-Aristotelian philosophy and self-consciousness, cited the relevant views of the three
schools of philosophy,and combined the three schools of philosophy with enlightenment from different perspectives,
which directly inspired the writing of Marx’s Doctoral Dissertation.

Key words: Young Hegelians; the philosophy of French Enlightenment; self-consciousness; religious criticism; classical
studies; Marx’s Doctoral Dissertation
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