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Theoretical Misunderstanding, Realistic Obstacles and Future Trend of Rural Teacher Mobility

XU Long, TANG Yishan
(Faculty of Education s Southwest University sChongqing 400715,China)

Abstract : In recent years.the problem of rural teachers moving to cities has attracted much attention. Most of the exist-
ing studies are based on the fact that there are still a large number of people and students in rural areas, the lack of rural
teacher resources,and the development of rural teachers themselves. They are cautious about the flow of rural teachers.
However,in reality, the number of rural population and students is declining, and the flow of rural population and
students is still insufficient under the specific institutional background. The negative impact of the flow of rural teach-
ers on rural education should not be exaggerated, but there is a spatial mismatch between the supply and demand of
teacher resources. Rural teachers will develop better in cities, but their mobility is limited by specific factors. In addition
to the misunderstanding of theoretical understanding,the mobility of rural teachers also faces institutional and concep-
tual obstacles in reality. The former is reflected in the following aspects: relevant education policies focus on “city”
rather than “village”,“stay” rather than “flow”,and fall into “involution”. The latter is embodied in the concepts of
nostalgia, egalitarianism,and urban diseases aggravated by the migration of rural people to the cities. In the future,we
should seriously reflect on many problems in the field of rural teachers’ mobility. clarify the importance of rural
teachers’ mobility,and gradually break down the barriers to rural teachers’ mobility. This helps to build a high-quality
balance between urban and rural teachers,and even the realization of balanced development of urban and rural areas in
the per capita sense and common prosperity.

Key words: rural teachers;teacher mobility;rural education;urbanization
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