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The Transition in Artistic Evaluation from Pindi to Pinge:
An Analysis of Ancient Art Theory Based on The Catalogue of the Imperial Collection of Four

HE Zongmei
(The College of Liberal Arts sSouthwest University sChongqing 400715 ,China)

Abstract: The art section in The Catalogue of Imperial Collection of Four contains abundant ideas and classic judgments
in the fields of art theory,art history theory and critical theory of calligraphy, painting,guqin tablature, seal carving, to
name just a few,which can be regarded as the epitome of ancient Chinese art theory criticism. Artistic evaluation ex-
tended from Annals of Renowned Tang Paintersis worthy of further exploration and in-depth analysis. The research and
writing of Chinese art history or history of art study can hardly bypass Pin (artistic gradings). Pin can be divided into
Pindi, which is subdivided into three degrees Chigh. average,low).and Pinge, which is classified toshen (divine, in-
spired) ,miao (marvelous) ,neng (competent,talented) ,yi (unconstrained). The general tendency of ancient Chinese art
theory can be roughly summarized as a journey from Pindi to the Pinge, which coincides with the long history from the
Nan Dynasty to the Qing Dynasty,an important period when ancient Chinese art criticism and aesthetic theory flour-
ished and matured. This thus offers an important clue for us to understand the history of art criticism and aesthetic the-
ory. Wang Shizhen’s treatises of Shenyun (the breath of life) in Qing Dynasty is the fruit of this long development of
Pinge,which was not only nourished by poetics, but was jointly established by painting. calligraphy. poetics and Zen.
The theoretical foundation of Shenyun poetics is the artistic gradings of Pinge, which essentially is the yi (uncon-
strained) class in poetics. Focusing on the transition in artistic evaluation from Pindito Pinge helps to reveal the logic of
art theory and issues of systematic thinking and theoretical attribution.

Key words: artistic evaluation of Pindi;artistic evaluation of Pinge;the Catalogue of the Imperial Collection of Four;four
degrees of Pin;treatises of Shenyun
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