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The Early Market Economy in Ming and Qing Dynasties

ZHANG Mingfu
(School of History and Culture , Southwest University Chongqing 400715 ,China)

Abstract: Chinese early market economy in Ming-Qing dynasty was brewing during the reign time of Chenghua and
Hongzhi, starting its formation during the reign time of Jiajing,and finally being formed from the middle and late reign
period of Emperor Kangxi to the early Yongzheng years. During the Qianlong period, with the emergence of national u-
nity,the market in border areas was expanded,and the production and life of the people in the mainland and border are-
as were all incorporated into the national market network thus Chinese early market economy achieved preliminary de-
velopment. The gradual formation and initial development of Chinese early market economy was an important social
background for the growth of the merchant team and the prosperity of the regional merchant groups in Ming-Qing dy-
nasty,as well as the economic conditions for the unprecedented consolidation of Chinese history and the final formation
of self-being Chinese national community. The market economy of modern China was not entirely imported from over-
seas. The early Ming-Qing dynasties’ market economy was the foundation and condition for the formation and develop-
ment of modern Chinese market economy.

Key words: Ming and Qing Dynasties;early market;entities of market economy; market allocation of resources
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